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As we welcome and appreciate our differences and uniqueness, the history 
of dates helps us to knowledge those moments throughout the month and 
years to come!  

Appreciating Our Differences

World Autism Awareness Day is an 
internationally recognized day that 
aims to increase people’s awareness 
about individuals, especially children 
with Autism Spectrum Disorder, 
throughout the world. The day often 
features educational events for 
teachers, health care workers, 
parents, and exhibitions of works 
created by children with Autism. It 
was designated by the United 
Nations General Assembly 
resolution passed on November 1st, 
2007. The resolution was passed 
and adopted without a vote to 
supplement previous human rights 
initiatives and is one of seven official 
health-specific UN Days.

Earth Day is an annual event 

celebrated on April 22nd that 

promotes environmental 

protection and encourages a clean 

and healthy habitat for our planet. 

This day is recognized by 

individuals or groups performing 

acts of service to Earth, including 

planting trees, picking up roadside 

trash, and implementing recycling 

or conservation programs. Earth 

Day was first organized to 

promote ecology and awareness 

of air, water, and soil pollution 

problems. Today Earth Day is 

recognized by more than a billion 

people as a day of action to 

change human behavior and 

create global, national, and local 

policy changes.

Month-Long Observances:

Notable dates that have shaped 
our Country toward a more 

inclusive culture.  

Apr 2 World Autism Awareness Day
First Day of Ramadan

Apr 6 National Tartan Day
Apr 8 National Day of Silence
Apr 10 Palm Sunday
Apr 14 Mahavir Jayanti

Vaisakhi (Baisakhi)
Apr 15 Good Friday
Apr 15-23 Passover
Apr 17 Easter
Apr 21 Festival of Rivdan   
Apr 22 Earth Day
Apr 27-28 Yom HaShoah
Apr 28-30 Gathering of Nations



Vaisakhi (Baisakhi) marks the first day of the month of Vaisakha and is usually 
celebrated annually on the 13th or 14th of April as the Hindu and Sikh solar new 
year. Vaisakhi observes major events in the history of Sikhism and the Indian 
subcontinent. The festival is an occasion to ritually bathe in sacred rivers, visit 
temples, meet friends, and participate in other festivities. For many Hindu 
communities, the celebration is an opportunity to perform a mandatory daan 
(charity) of hand fans, water pitchers, and seasonal fruits. Community fairs are 
held at Hindu pilgrimage sites.
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Ramadan is the ninth month of the Islamic calendar, observed by Muslims 
worldwide as a month of fasting, prayer, reflection, and community. It 
commemorates when the Islamic holy book (Qur’an) was revealed to the 
Prophet Muhammad. Observers abstain from food, drink, and other activities 
during daylight hours. Muslims are encouraged to read the entire Qur’an during 
Ramadan and take part in special prayers known as Tarawih, which are held in 
mosques every night of the month. Ramadan is also a month for acts of charity, 
such as providing food and clothing to the homeless or donating to schools. 

National Day of Silence is an annual day of action to spread awareness about the effects 
of the bullying and harassment of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, and 
questioning students. In the United States, students take a day-long vow of silence to 
illustrate how intimidation, name-calling, and general bullying have the effect of silencing 
LGBTQ students. Over 10,000 participants from middle schools, high schools, and 
universities participate each year.

Gathering of Nations is the largest Native American pow-wow in the United States 

and North America and has been held annually since 1983. A family event where 

everyone is invited, over 565 tribes from around the United States and 220 tribes 

from Canada travel to Albuquerque, NM, to participate. Dance, singing, and drum 

competitions are held. There is also a market featuring native artists, crafters, and 

traders. Gathering of Nations also participates annually in a children’s literacy 

program, donating 4,000 books.


